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EXTENDING THE USES OF ELECTRICITY

ITS APPLICATIONS TO DOAUESTIC SERVICE

By H. 5 EKnowlton

AN FLECTRICALLY HEATED LAUNDEY 1RGN

IGOROUS efforts are now be-
V ing made by progressive elec-
tric central station managers
everywhere to extend the uwses of
electricity in dwellings, the fact being
duly recognized that the opportuni-
ties in this field are far from being
fully utilized. The experience of the
telephone companies in the matter of
residential service well illustrates the
growth of business which the adop-
tion of favourable rates tends to pro-
duce, and it is undoubtedly true that
some such course in the central sta-
tion field would bear good fruit. The

rate problem, it is true, 15 a danger-
ous thing to tinker with, but the fact
remains that in many places the resi-
dential business of local central sta-
tions is only a small fraction of what
it might be.

From the standpoint of the general
public, almost any rate is likely to be
assailed as too high, so that the
clamour for reductions which is per-
petually put forth by unthinking con-
sumers should carry relatively little
weight.  With the present activity in
the gas field, however, it behooves
the central station manager to exam-
ine his residential rates carefully be-
fore deciding that nothing can be
done to make them more attractive to
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A SEWIRG AMACHIMNE DRIVES ®Y AR KLECTRIG SH{PFOHR MADE EY 10110 1SRRI
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the small cousmuer.  On accounl of
succesaive  reductiwons  in telephone
rates in New England, the average
revenite per telephone in exchange
service has decreased in the last ten
vears from $83 o $37, hut the result-
ulg wmerease ol busmess has heen
enormous, and 6 per cent. dividends
have been declared with gratifving
reglanity. This 152 a heavy redue-
tlon—aver 55 per ceut. i fzct—and
while two public service industries as
different as telephony and central sta-

A MOUERY ELECTHIL BELILER ALADE DYV TILE aMER
CAN BLECTRICAL HEATRR COMPANY, DETRATT. ALICH,
A MEDIUM S1ZED STEAK Ca% i COOKED WITH
THIS BEVICE AT A Lot 0F TWO CREXTE

ELIZABEIHPORE. 71 ]

tion practice cannot be directly com-
pared in financial policy, it is signifi-
catt Lhat prosperity has followed the
reduction in telephone rates, even
though the cost of service increases
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AN KLECTRIC RADRIATOR AMALDE BY THE PROMETHEUS ELECTRIC COMPAMNY, NEW YOREK

with every new subscriber added to
the svstem,

In the more progressive sections
residences are now  very generally
equipped with electric lighting circuits,
and the conduct, frequently found, of
bath the gas and electric light busi-
ness by the same company has not
alwayvs resulted i the neglect of the
passibilities of the latter illuminant
which is so common in some com-
munities. It is a curious fact that
even the heads of electric central sta-
tion companies do not alwavs enjoy
clectric light service in their own

residences.  Certainly  any  company
which is actively pushing new busi-
ness propositions should see to it that
its responsible officers are consumers
of its product, even if the service be
supplied free of charge,

In a good many places electricity
is regarded as a luxury, very desir-
able to have in one's residence, it is
true, hut expensive in comparison
with gas. There i no use shutting
one’s eves to the fact that tlus 1s the
state of mind of many a gas con-
sumer of moderate means, who would
he only too glad to use electricity if
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itz cost were lower. Among  the
fairly well to do, it is not very diffi-
cult to convince the prospective con-
summer that with reasonable rates, even
if these are somewhat greater than
the corresponding gas tariff, the su-
perior  cleanliness, flexibility, con-
venicnce, and safety of electricity
considerably outweigh the advantages
of the older illumimant. Buat when
we come Lo the man of simall means,
and the great majority of urban
dwellers fall within tlus category, the
only effective argument 1s an actunal
rate which compares favourably with
the bLill which he 15 accustomed to
pay to the gas company. Very few
town houses are now to be found
which are not piped for gas, but far
too many are nol wired for electri-
citv. It is a good plan for the cen-
tral station to have on fle the condi-
tion as regards gas or clectric wiring
of every hounse in its territory, prefer-
ably in card index form. It costs
time and money to abtan such in-
formation, but it s worth all it costs,
if the task is performed svstemati-
cally.

The uses of clectricity in domestic
service are constantly increasing, and
as the customer's means permit, so0
can  he avail himsell of them.
Scarcely a week passes in any large
citv. when the daily press does not
record one or more fatal cases of gas
poisoning, but it 12 a rare occurrence
indeed when the electric wiring of a
residence  causes death through =a
transformer breakdown. The quality
and hyvgiene of the incandescent lamp
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CABFET SWEEFERS, TOO, AHE ROMW ELIECTRICALLY
DRIVEN.—THE HUTCHISCGN ELECTRIC CARFPET
EWELRFER LUy, PMITTSEURG

ought to fnally place 1t in all bt the
poorest dwellings, but the work can-
not be done unless the cost to the
consumer 5 within his means,

The sewing inachine mwotor has
worled the physical salvation of
nny 2 housewife, but until the cost
of 1ts operation fits the average purse

ELECTRICALLY HEATED WAFFLE IRDMNS
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its bencfits must remain unknown by
those who need it most of all. The
polishing of tableware, grinding of
cotfee, chopping of meat, washing of
dishes, cleaning and sweeping by mo-
tor-driven pneumatic exhausters, op-
eration of cutlery grinders, ventilation
of chambers and living rooms, steri-
lization of drinking water, and the
operation of chafing dishes, curling
iroms and other heaters, are only a
few of the things which the presence
of clectricity in a residence allows.

Of course, many of these uses could
not at once be enjoved by the aver-
age family, and vet the simple intro-
clurtlml of a I1g1]tmq circuit is the
entering wedge of many good things
to come,

The crux of the whole matter 15
simply this,—the central station man’s
motta must be, “Electricity in every
home,” to paraphrase the familiar
slogan of the telephone companies.
Possibly in soime cases it will be
found impossible to reduce the rates
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tor residential lighting much below
the present charges, even hgurmg a
liberal percentage of increased busi-
ness as the result, The introduction
of high-efficiency lamps will help con-
siderably. Vigorous advertising will

AN KLECTRIC IMMERSION MEATER MADE DYV THE
AMERICAN ELECTRICAL TIRATER LOMPAKY, DETROMT,
MICH.~ COILS OF THIS FKIND ARE SFECIALLY ADAFTEND
FOR HEATING WATER OR OTHER LIQUIDS I TANEE
OR YESSELS, AND FOR THIS PURFOSE ARE TO BE FRE-
FERRED TO DISC HEATERS OR HOT FLATES, BECAUSE
THIZV ARE NOT ONLY MUUH QUICKER [N ACTION. IUT
ARE ALED MORE ECONOMICAL AND DESIEABLE IMN
OTHER REEPECTS

be useful, if it is brought home to
the average citizen. Multiplied small
profits are as good as a few large
surpluses. In any case, it will pay
to examine the residential rates care-
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AN ELECTRIC WARMING PAD MADE BY THE S1M-
FLEX FLECTRIC HEATING COMPANY, CAMIRIDGE, MA5S.
THE ELECTRIC WARMIMNG PAD 15 DESHGNED TO TAKRE
THE FPLACE OF THE ORGIMARY CUMBERSOME HOT-
WATER EOTTLE:. IT CONSISTS O01F AN BELECTRIC AEAT-
ING ELEMENT, WITH AN QOUTER CASING OF RIDER=
DOWHN O BUNBER CLOTH, THE OUTER CASING BEING
REMOWABLE AMD WASBHANLIL, S0 THAT THE FAD MAY
ALWAY3 BE KEPT IN A SANITARY CONDITION

fully, and to definitely determine
whether or not thev can be made suf-
ficiently attractive to the small con-
sumer to make the gas-lighted home
an exception, nstead of the rule.
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